
  

 

Jonathon_Krause-Beaudesert-20170523-370663103563.docx Page 1 of 2 

 

COURT AND CIVIL LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (9.00 pm): I want to make a few quick comments about the 
Court and Civil Legislation Amendment Bill as there are some good provisions in it. Firstly, the provision 
to increase the age limit for acting magistrates to 75 years is very sensible. I know that in my neck of 
the woods around Beaudesert one of the issues that we face is a shortage of court time for people to 
be dealt with. Extending that provision to enable acting magistrates to perhaps work more in the town 
is a good provision and we welcome that.  

The main issue I want to discuss and support is the amendment to the Penalties and Sentences 
Act to allow domestic violence notations to be made on a person’s criminal history or a formal record of 
conviction where the person is convicted of an offence involving domestic violence. It is very important 
for the parliament to make this change, recognising that domestic violence in many ways constitutes a 
criminal offence in itself. I have spoken in this place before about the need to investigate very seriously 
how we can make domestic violence a specific criminal offence in itself. Indeed, it is something that we 
have examined in the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee’s inquiry into other bills and 
something that many stakeholders support, including the Women’s Legal Service, who in another 
inquiry noted that in many other jurisdictions there are specific offences that criminalise domestic 
violence in itself. Having a notation about domestic violence on a person’s criminal history goes to the 
protection of the community, enabling people to be aware that domestic violence offenders have a 
history of a criminal nature involving domestic violence. Obviously, the prosecution bears the onus of 
proving that an offence is a domestic violence offence, but we welcome that amendment.  

In dealing with domestic violence cases not only is it important to deal with those offences in a 
very serious and strict way but we also need our court resources in all parts of Queensland to be 
adequately updated and maintained so that victims of domestic violence are confident and have the 
ability to approach court to make complaints and to be able to feel safe and supported in doing so. In 
Beaudesert we have a very old courthouse where there are simply inadequate facilities for victims to 
be able to come to court and feel safe and supported. We have a single courtroom, which is very small, 
and people literally come out the door and go down the steps outside the building, and people wait 
around outside. In that scenario there is simply no separation between victims of domestic violence and 
in many cases the people that they are accusing of domestic violence. 

I have been calling for many, many years—ever since I have been here—for an upgrade to that 
courthouse, for an extension of the courthouse and for investigations to take place by the Department 
of Justice and Attorney-General, the Department of Housing and Public Works and also the Queensland 
Police Service, which sits right next door to the courthouse, to improve those facilities. It is simply not 
good enough when we are talking about domestic violence so much that an offender and a victim should 
be standing side by side outside the Beaudesert courthouse to have their matters heard. I welcome that 
provision, but I need to make the point that more needs to be done not just in a service sense but also 
in terms of physical resourcing of our courthouses.  
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I note the comments from the member for Capalaba about the member for Mansfield’s comments 
about the CEO of Legal Aid Queensland not being required to be a lawyer under this bill. I point out to 
the member for Capalaba that Legal Aid Queensland is like a law firm. If he wants to equate it with a 
union, it would be like putting a member of the Liberal Party in charge of the CFMEU. They would not 
do it and nor should it be done with Legal Aid Queensland. It is a law firm. It is a legal service. There 
should be a lawyer running a legal service. It just makes sense. I take on board the comments of the 
member for Mansfield and the comments of the Queensland Law Society. If the member for Capalaba 
wants to hold to his hypothesis put here tonight, I am always willing to be in charge of the CFMEU one 
day. I am sure that we could straighten them out and put some law and order into the CFMEU. We 
might even make them a bit more efficient. We might even get some more work done, but— 

Mr Mander: ‘I digress.’  

Mr KRAUSE: Indeed. I take that interjection: I do digress. This is a good bill. We are supporting 

it.  

Mr Pearce interjected.  

Mr KRAUSE: I hear the member for Mirani chirping up the back. We know he loves the CFMEU. 
My grandfather was a member of the miners union at Rosewood. Like the member for Bundamba, I 
have heritage in the coalmines. I am a coalminer’s grandson. We hear a lot from the member for 
Bundamba— 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Stewart): Member for Beaudesert, can I bring you back to the long 

title of the bill, please. 

Mr KRAUSE: Mr Deputy Speaker, I was just telling a story. The member for Bundamba is a 
coalminer’s daughter; I am a coalminer’s grandson, and I am proud of that. He was a member of the 
Liberal Party and they got a lot of work done in that coalmine. The last point I want to touch on is the 
amendments to the retail— 

Mr Hinchliffe: Was he a member of the union? Did he join the union?  

Mr KRAUSE: He was a member of the union. In fact, he was the secretary of the union, but he 

was not a voter for the Labor Party because he liked to work for a living.  

The last amendments I want to talk about are those to the Retail Shop Leases Act. I think the 
member for Mansfield has probably made some mention of them and the fact that the amendments in 
this bill will weaken the ability of tenants against landlords. I think that is a retrograde step, especially 
in the current retail environment. There has been media this week illustrating the pressure that tenants 
are under in some of our larger shopping centres around South-East Queensland and probably around 
the whole of Queensland. Weakening retail shop lease provisions to give landlords more power over 
those retail shop tenants is not a good way to go. I think we need to take a closer look at those provisions 
in the future.  

I have concluded my contribution to the bill. I thank the committee for its work—the members for 
Capalaba, Stretton, Coomera and Currumbin. I commend the bill to the House. 

 


